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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 

Elder, the Painter. — John A. Elder was born in Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia, February, 1833, son of John Douglas Elder, who 
went from his home in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, at the age of 
14 and came to Virginia, and finally settled in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. His mother was Mary Phillips, of Winchester, Vir- 
ginia, whose uncle, Mr. Wolfe, was an artist and whose nephew, 
William Phillips, was a draftsman in the War and Navy Depart- 
ment at Washington. John A. Elder was sent to a school in 
Fredericksburg taught by Stearns and Hamsley. To the detri- 
ment of his studies in school, he showed a great fondness for 
drawing and sketching, and one of his drawings was hung in a 
barber shop in Fredericksburg, where it was seen by Mr. John 
Minor, who admired the work and encouraged the lad. His 
father did not at first take much stock in his talent, as he thought 
that he would develop idleness, but his mother gave him money to 
buy materials, with which to draw and paint, and on one occasion 
the hired girl gave him the hair from her head to use. He later, 
at the age of 1 7, studied in New York under Huntington, and his 
first portrait was that of one of the Vanderbilts. Assisted by 
Mr. John Minor, of Fredericksburg, and other friends he went, 
in 1853, to Europe for four years, where he studied painting at 
one of the noted art academies of that country. He afterwards 
paid back all the debt thus incurred. The war broke out soon 
after his return to Virginia, and he enlisted in the Confederate 
army and served as an aide to Major Caskie, but was frequently 
detailed to make drawings of ordnance at the war department. 
His paintings now in the Westmoreland Club house in Richmond, 
the "Battle of the Crater," and the "Scout's Prize," were inspired 
by the scenes in which he figured. He visited Jefferson Davis 
and painted a portrait of him at his home in Louisiana for Mr. 
Joseph Bryan, of Richmond. His painting "After Appomattox," 
and portraits of most of the governors of Virginia hang in the 
State Library. "Custer's Last Charge" is in Louisville, Ken- 
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tucky. He painted portraits of Lee and Jackson for Corcoran's 
Art Gallery. His first drawing, at the age of 17, in crayon and 
India ink which won a prize (made in New York while working 
under Huntington) and several of his sketches around Fred- 
ericksburg, are now in the possession of his nephews and nieces, 
H. D., R. L., M. C, and Carrie F. Williams, of Fredericksburg, 
with whom he lived during the last six years of his life. He died 
February 25, 1895. 

Walker Maury. — On page 1 of volume XXIV, of the Quar- 
terly, it is stated that Walker Maury married Mary Grymes, 
daughter of Benjamin Grymes and Mary Dawson. This is a mis- 
take as shown elsewhere — Quarterly, V, p. 208. Mary Grymes, 
Walker Maury's wife, was a daughter of Ludwell Grymes and 
Mary Dawson, his wife, daughter of President William Dawson 
of William and Mary College. 

Wynne and Harris. — "John Wynne had a daughter, Keturah 
Wynne, who married Captain Thomas Ford, who had Jane Ford, 
who married Major Hugh Moss, whose daughter, Keturah Moss, 
married General James Taylor, of Newport, Kentucky, my great 
grandfather. Wanted the parentage of John Wynne." — Mrs. 
E. W. Doremus, 55 West 53rd St., New York. 

Mrs. Doremus is having investigations made in England into 
the pedigree of Captain Thomas Harris (member of the Virginia 
Company, in 1609, and burgess in 1624, 1638) and would like 
to correspond with any of his descendants interested in the work. 

Gordon. — "Information wanted as to the antecedents of Wil- 
liam Gordon, son-in-law and executor of the will (dated July 21, 
1775) of Lyddall Bacon, of Lunenburg County." — Mrs. Mary 
Mitchell Daniel, Eastman, Georgia. 

Stith. — "Are the descendants of William Stith and his wife, 
Katherine, eligible to membership in the Colonial Dames and 
Daughters of the American Revolution V'—Ibid. (Answer: In 
the Colonial Dames, yes. See Stith Pedigree in Quarterly, XXI, 
181-193, 269-298.) 
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Lee. — See Quarterly, Vol. XXIV, pp. 46-56. Corrections 
and Additions. On page 48, under 5 William 3 Lee, "9 Sarah, 
who married 1st Matthew Harris (died 1727) and had William 
Harris ; married 2dly Edward Baptist (named in William Lee's 
will) and had Lee Harris, named as son in will of Elizabeth 
Baptist (2d wife of Edward Baptist)" should read "9 Elizabeth, 
who married 1st Matthew Harris (died 1727) son of Robert 
Harris, and had William eldest son, Matthew, and Lee Harris 
(the first mentioned as grandson in William Lee's will), who all 
moved to Goochland County. She married 2d Edward Baptist, 
and she is named as 'daughter . . . h Baptist' in William 
Lee's mutilated will as recorded in York County. In 1748, Eliza- 
beth Baptist, names in her will, son Lee Harris." 

48 William H. Lee, should read, William Higginson Lee. 
He was church-warden of the upper precincts of Warwick Parish, 
in 1 781, and died in 181 6, leaving by his wife, Martha Perkins, 
children: (1) Lewis Burwell, (2) Mary, (3) Baker Perkins, 
(4) Edward Presson Lee, (5) Francis W. Lee. Of these Mary 
Lee married William Presson and had a son, Dr. William F. 
Presson, born 1827, who was a student at the University of Vir- 
ginia, 1846-47. 

53 Baker P. Lee, son of William Higginson Lee, and his wife, 
Martha Perkins, was born in Yorkhampton parish, in 1799, was 
a merchant planter of York County. In 1833 he was one of the 
justices of York County, and continued in that office for many 
years. In 1848 he came down the Peninsula, and bought "Briar- 
field," an estate of a thousand acres lying half in Elizabeth City 
County and half in Warwick County. He owned large warehouses 
in Norfolk in 1849. He married Frances Curtis Wills, daughter 
of Matthew Wills and Lucy Jones, and granddaughter of Thomas 
Wills and Angelica Cary. The said Thomas Wills was captain 
of a Company in the nth Regiment in the Revolutionary war. 
Baker Perkins Lee, by his wife Frances Curtis Wills, had issue: 
(1) Baker Perkins Lee; (2) Martha Perkins Lee, who married 
William Lee Young, of Denbigh, Warwick County, Virginia; 
(3) Francis Lightfoot Lee (Capt. Frank Lee), who mustered 
and equipped at his own expense a company of soldiers called 



216 William and Mary Quarterly 

the "Lee Guards," which left Elizabeth City County at the first 
summons to arms in 1861. Captain Lee was killed at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi; (4) Wills Lee, of Baltimore. Baker Perkins Lee, 
Sr., died on his estate "Briarfield," in 1867. 

56 Major Baker Perkins Lee, son of Baker P. Lee, Sr., was 
born at Yorktown, March 13, 1820. "He was a barrister, major 
in the Confederate States Army, Statesman, Journalist, Patriot 
and Scholar" (Richmond Dispatch and Norfolk Landmark, Sept. 
3rd and 4th, 1901 ) . In November, 1855, he married Mary Esther, 
daughter of Dr. Jesse Jarvis Simkins, an eminent surgeon and 
physician of Northampton County, Virginia. They had issue : 
(1) Goodwin Lee, of New York, (2) Frances Simkins, who mar- 
ried Henry Wise Booker, of Hampton, (3) Richard Henry Lee, 
of Hampton, (4) Frank Lee, of Hampton, 26 years treasurer of 
Newport News, (5) Arthur Lee, 23 years assistant cashier of 
the 1st National Bank of Newport News, (6) Rev. Baker P. 
Lee, Rector of Christ Church, Los Angeles, California, (7) 
Loxly Simkins Lee, of Philadelphia. 

Major Lee died at his home in Hampton, September 2, 1901. 

Tabb Family. — See Quarterly, XIII, 272. "190 John Tabb 
and Malvina Keaton, his wife" had two children, in addition to 
Thomas and William Tabb, viz. : Clara Tabb and Mary Gertrude 
Tabb. The last named married Charles H. Turnbull, at Balti- 
more, Md. on February 10, 1880. He was father of Mrs. Emily 
Turnbull Coit, wife of J. Dana Coit, of Norwich, Connecticut. 



